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FORWARD

It is our great pleasure to present the 2022 annual report of the Riyadh Memorandum of Understanding on port State  
control.

In the first quarter of 2022, precautionary measures against the COVID-19 pandemic were still in place in some countries 
but the impacts and restrictions became less and the activities of the PSC in Riyadh MOU region did not stop, taking into 
account the precautionary measures in force in each individual country and our member Authorities have taken the 
necessary steps to continue conducting PSC activity.

This annual report provides the overview of port State control activities and developments in Riyadh MOU in 2022. The report 
also includes port State control statistics and analysis on the results of inspections carried out by member Authorities during 
the year. 

2022 has been one of the best years for Riyadh MOU in terms of number of inspections and number of inspections with 
deficiencies as 3,649 inspections were reported in Riyadh Ship Information System (RSIS), an increase of 31.32% compared 
to 2021 and 49.52% increase compared to 2020. Number of deficiencies recorded has increased from 604 in 2021 to 1,100 
in 2022. An increase of 45.09%.

Below is a brief on statistics for 2022:

1. 31.32% increase in the number of inspections conducted by five of the six member authorities of Riyadh MOU as the           
           total number of inspections for 2022 were 3,649 inspections in comparison to 2,506 of the previous year. 

2. 45.09% increase in the number of inspections with deficiencies, from 604 in 2021 to 1,100 in 2022. 

3. Riyadh MOU had recorded 36 detentions in 2022 resulting in a 2.7% drop compared to 2021. 

4. In 2022, Riyadh MOU had witnessed the highest recording of number of deficiencies since its establishment with 4,792 
          deficiencies. A 42.03% increase in total number of deficiencies recorded in 2021 (2,778 deficiencies) and a 72.62%
          increase in total number of deficiencies recorded in 2020 (1,312 deficiencies).
          
5. The authority of United Arab Emirates (42%) is the only member who have achieved the agreed minimum of 35%
          ratio in total number of inspections with deficiencies.  
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6. Saudi Arabia authority is still leading the member authorities with 1,665 inspections in 2022,  
             followed by United Arab Emirates (1,588), Qatar (254), Oman (109), Bahrain (33) & Kuwait without 
           a single inspection. 

7. For the second year in a row, the highest number of inspections occurred in October with 352  
           inspections but the lowest inspection took place in July with a total of 257 inspections.

8. Propulsion and Auxiliary Machinery is leading the major categories of deficiencies with 577 
           deficiencies followed by Fire Safety 563 and Working and Living Conditions - Working Conditions 
           558.

In conclusion, we would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to all the members of the Riyadh 
Memorandum of Understanding for their blessed efforts and cooperation, which enabled this           
memorandum to perform the duties entrusted to it and we at the Riyadh MOU Secretariat look forward 
in continuing to work with the Observers, the governing bodies, regional MOUs and all other           
organizations as we strive to achieve our mandate of eliminating the operation of sub-standard ships in 
our region.

           Capt. Yousef Mohammed Alhosan                    Eng. Mohammed bin Shaban Al Zadjali
                           Chairman   Director
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Since, the establishment of the port State control in this Region, the Riyadh Memorandum of 
Understanding on port State control (Riyadh MOU) was signed in June 2004 in Riyadh, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia by six GCC member States (United Arab Emirates, Kingdom of Bahrain, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar and the State of Kuwait).

The annual report of Riyadh MOU on port State control is published under the auspices of the Port 
State Control Committee of the Riyadh Memorandum of Understanding on port State control.

This 2022 annual report covers port State control activities, and the main objective of Riyadh MOU 
and other regional MOUs is to establish an effective port State control regime within their regions, 
through cooperation of its members and harmonization of their activities, to eliminate substandard 
shipping as well as to promote maritime safety, protect and safeguard working and living conditions 
on board ships and the protection of the marine environment within its jurisdiction. 
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RIYADH MOU COMMITTEE

RIYADH MOUs 20 PSC COMMITTEE MEETING PARTICIPANTS

20 PSC Committee Meeting of Riyadh MOU on port State control was held in Muscat, Sultanate of 
Oman from 20 - 22 February 2023 under the chairmanship of Capt. Yousef Mohamed Alhosan – 
Vice President of Policies & Legislations at the Saudi Ports Authority (MAWANI). 

The meeting was attended by all member authorities: United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Kuwait. The Secretary General of Caribbean MOU, the Secretary of 
Indian Ocean MOU and a representative from the secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council had 
attended as observers.

Outcome of the 20 PSC Committee Meeting:

• Update Riyadh MOU Manual
• Addition of new RO & deficiency codes in Riyadh SIS
• Finalize on data exchange with IHSM & EQUASIS 
• Review of Riyadh MOU five-year strategy plan
• Progress on the revamped Riyadh MOU website
• Upgrade the Riyadh Ship Information System (Riyadh SIS)
• Progress on Riyadh SIS iOS mobile application
• Develop New Inspection Regime (NIR)
• Conduct CIC on Fire Safety in 2023
• Approved the proposed 2023 training program
• Updated the contact details of our member States
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To enhance the capabilities of the PSCOs within the Riyadh MOU region, the Secretariat 
organized the following three training courses and workshops (theoretical & practical) which were 
approved by the committee members of Riyadh MOU to be conducted in 2022:

1.        Cargo Operation in Dangerous Goods, in coordination with DNV and in cooperation with  
           the representative of UAE was conducted in Dubai from 26 – 30 June 2022. This training 
          was focused on understanding the necessary documentations and logistics used for 
             dangerous goods and how to handle the dangerous goods when the ship is under voyage.

2.         CIC in STCW training, in coordination with DNV and in cooperation with the representative        
          of Oman was conducted in Salalah from 18 – 22 September 2022.  This training was 
          focused on ensuring the PSCOs are familiarized with inspecting the vessel and its crew 
          according to the CIC questionnaire.

3. Passenger Ship in General training, in coordination with Lloyds Register and in 
          cooperation with the representative of Saudi Arabia was conducted in Jeddah from 16 –   
           20 October 2022. This training was focused on the general inspection of cruise ships and 
           introduced the PSCO to the special procedures taken for such ships.

CARGO OPERATION IN DANGEROUS GOODS TRAINING
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STATISTICS

INSPECTIONS:

In 2022, Riyadh MOU had witnessed a 31.32% increase in the number of inspections 
conducted by five of the six member authorities of Riyadh MOU as the total number of 
inspections for 2022 were 3,649 inspections in comparison to 2,506 of the previous year. 

Chart 1 has the breakdown per month:



STATISTICS

DEFICIENCIES:

In 2022, 4,792 deficiencies were recorded in the Riyadh MOU region. A 42.03% increase in total number 
of deficiencies recorded in 2021 (2,778 deficiencies) and a 72.62% increase in total number 
of deficiencies recorded in 2020 (1,312 deficiencies).
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STATISTICS

Detentions:

In 2022, Riyadh MOU region has witnessed a  2.7% drop in the number of detentions from 37 in 2021 
to 36 vessels in 2022.

Recapitulation of Riyadh MOU Member Authorities Inspections: 
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DETAIL OF INSPECTIONS, DEFICIENCIES, 
DETENTION / FLAG
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DETAIL OF INSPECTIONS, DEFICIENCIES, 
DETENTION / FLAG
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INSPECTION DATA PER SHIP TYPE
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IINSPECTION DETAILS BY 
CLASSIFICATION
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CONCENTRATED INSPECTION 
CAMPAIGN
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The Riyadh MOU on port State control carried out a Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) on STCW 
between 1 September and 30 November 2022.

During the campaign period; a total of 815 inspections were carried out with the CIC questionnaire 
resulting in one detention. The overall CIC detention rate was 0.12%.

The detained type of ship included one Offshore Service Vessel.
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